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Зпо]о Beat 


ON MY 
BIRTHDAY \ 
NEXT | 


This is ше... 


I'd forgotten how old 

he was until my readers 
reminded те. є 

Thanks for telling me. (“ን 
And so... 

Clean-cut Mr. Tsuruga will not drink 
alcohol until he turns 20*. 


But Kuon...well... You all know why. 


*The legal drinking age in Japan 


Story & Art by Yoshiki Nakamura 
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Act 249 


DON'T 


ІРО | THINK 
UNDERSTAND À | THAT THIS 
YOU WANT 9. PHOTO 
ТОРЕЕТЕМ | 2 ACTUALLY 
THIS NEVER | PROVES d 
НАРРЕМЕР, \ ANY- IN | 
BUT ГМ NOT „А THING. | 
PULLINGA / А EN 
PRANK. NZ Ta SS 
2 | VN В 
Бан || AW 
e 2) е 
“е IN a 0 
photo 8$ 3 4. 7 


ајоке ሂኒ በሜ 
? | 


THIS 
REALLY 
HAPPENED. 


«WENT 
TO SEE MS. 
MOGAMI THIS 
SAME NIGHT. 
DON'T YOU 
REMEMBER 
WHAT SHE WAS 
WEARING? 


~ ~ 


КЕРОКТЕК N 
WHO 


PERMISSION 
TO RUN || 
THIS PHOTO | ` 
MENTIONED 
THAT IN HIS 
EMAIL. | 


АФКЕР РОК | 
ነ/ ኒ 


OF THIS 
COURSE, HAP- 
AKATOKI РЕМЕР 
MADE SURE RIGHT 
AREA AFTER THIS THIS WASN'T BEFORE 
PHOTO WAS PUBLISHED... 


„БИТА 
TABLOID 
WOULD'VE 
RUN IT EVEN 
WITHOUT 
PERMISSION. 


„WAS 
TAKEN BY 
А PHOTOG- 
RAPHER 
WHO WAS 
FOLLOWING 
РОМА... 


PEEL, UT 


. 90 НЕ 
PROBABLY 
STUCK WITH 

FUWA THE 

REST OF 
THAT NIGHT. 


АКЕ Y0U 
LISTENING 


I USUALLY \ 
DESTROY 
PHOTOS LIKE 
THIS WITHOUT 
TELLING ANY- 
ONE. BUT I 
SHOWED IT 
. BECAUSE TO YOU... 
I WANT TO 
DISCUSS 
SOMETHING. 


..KEEPING 
YASHIRO 
ON AS MS, 
а Movie === , 
^ MANAGER? |^ | 


KUTO 
KNOWS 
YOUR 
CIRCUM- 
STANCES 
WELL, 20 
HE SHOULD 
BE ABLE 
TO HELP 
WHEN YOU 
NEED IT, 


IF "HELP 


Si 
„КОТО ACCOM- 
WILL 60 PANY 

Е WITH You 

£ INSTEAD, | 

A 


в \ 


4 


IF YOUR 


| new 
ki, c ds 
| DIGGING | . Weg 
ON A HUGE 
wi PROJECT. 


Trata RIGHT- 
| PEOPLE e ሠ га НАМР МАМ 
| Ч BECOMES 


\ 
ኣ ኣ 
AND SE 
MIGHT y PEOPLE "NOT 
FIND OUT | WILL JUST YOU | 
ABOUT THE START TO “BENG | 
OTHER WONDER... OVERPRO- 


PROJECT. TECTIVE. 


I НАР SUCH 


/ A HARD TIME 
| GETIING YOU YOU LOVE 
| TO WEAR А TORTURING 
FLOATATION RING \ YOURSELF. 0, 
| BECAUSE YOU . 
DIDN'T WANT TO 
BE SAVED, соб 


m 
WAS 20 
WORRIED 
THAT YOU 
KNOCKED 
ABOUT 200 
YEARS OFF 


MY LIFE. 


y NORMAL 
Э LIFE SPAN 


NOW. 


YOU 
SHOULD 
BE 
THANKING 
МЕ. 


и. i ^ 
> " “አ 60 
өз 41 


I HAVE 


NO IDEA IF 
SHE COPIED 
EXACTLY 
IMIK 
RUPEE MORIZUMI'S 
SIONALS SWORD- 
DEMON- FIGHT 
вот ФТКАТЕР. TEST... ጩ 
SHE SEEMS / 
ТО HAVE 
MANAGED - 
ТО КЕЕР 
ACTING THE Br = £ Ж 
WHOLE 


IMPRESSIVE 


AS THE LOVE 
ME GIRL. 


WE KNOW 
THERE'S NO 
WAY SHE'D 
JUST ACCEPT 
REJECTION 
AND QUIETLY 
\ LEAVE... 


WOULD BE 
EASIER TO 
REJECT 
НЕК, 


MUST'VE 
DONE 
DID THE IT... 


PRODUCER. 


IF THAT 
WOMAN HAD 
COMMON SENSE 
AND SELF- 
CONTROL... 


WOULDN'T 
„WAS 50 BE IN THIS 
\ THE SHE ፌር 


CULPRIT. 


| 


Y0U 
HAVE А 
WONDERFUL 
MEMORY. YOU 
CAN REENACT 
WHAT YOU SAW N 
VERY WELL. ， 


/ | PRACTICE 


BUT I WON'T 
CAST HER 
JUST BECAUSE 
I PREFERRED 
HER ЭН 


\ | ACTING 
ISN'T 


20 
SIMPLE. 


ENOUGH! 


I WANT 
ТО SEE 
HOW REAL- 
ISTICALLY 
YOU CREATE 
YOUR ROLE 
WITH YOUR 
CURRENT 
SKILLS. 


THE 
AUPITION 


n 


N 


CHIDORI'S 
FINAL 
AUDITION 
WILL BEGIN 
IN HALF 
AN HOUR, 


E shuffle | shuffle | 


| even 

found 

something 
daimina 


BUT I FOUND / 


STUFF ONLINE A 
THAT SAID LME'S 
PRESIDENT | 
СКЕАТЕРТНЕ * 
LOVE МЕ SECTION / 
HIMSELF! 


I WAS 
SHOCKED TODAY 
BECAUSE 
IT MAKES 
PERFECT 
SENSE! 


AGENCY'S 
OFFICIAL NAME 
Ie "LoRY'S 
MAJESTIC 
ENTERTAINMENT." 


/ НЕ 
| USUALLY 


THANK Y0U 
20 MUCH HELLO, 
FOR COMING THIS IS 
THE OTHER YASHIRO, 
4 MANAGER 
АТ LME. 


«THE ONLY 
TALENTO 


\ MANAGES? 


160T 
А ТЕХТ 
FROM REN 
WHILE YOU 
WERE 
AUPITION- 
ING, 


en 


„COMPLETELY 
COLLAPSED... 


ኣሪ 


TSURUGA." 


|| IFEEL 


ЇЇ: 
;| 5” 


CAN YOU. У 
> | survive | 
| IN SHOWBIZ | 


YOUR 
EMOTIONS 

0 
OPENLY? 


МЕ 
“би МН... 
eo"! WHAT 
ARE 
T YOU... 


End of Act 249 


DON'T же 
YOU?" S) 


፤ DIDN'T 
KNOW 
ANYTHING 


90 HIS 
EXISTENCE 
19 МУ 
SACRED 


BOOK OF 
SALVATION— 


YOU'RE USING 
TORTUOUS AND 
ROUNDABOUT 
PHRASES, 
BUT IT STILL 
MEANS... 


DON'T 
TREAT ME 
LIKE AN 
| ORDINARY 
| PAN! 


MY 
FEELINGS ARE 
DIFFERENT 
FROM FANS WHO 
ONLY LIKE HIM 
BECAUSE HE'S 
A HANDSOME 
GENTLEMAN! 


S 
90...MY 


FEELINGS 


„YOU 

LIKE 

HIM, 
RIGHT? 


PEOPLE 
CAN'T 
HELP 

LIKING A 

GUY LIKE 
TOURUGA. 


MEN AND 
WOMEN OF 
ALL AGES 

ARE TSURUGA 


ATOKA млсо< 


IF YOU T, 
i AKE 
LOVE 16 BLIND" 
TOO FAR. 


Wives 
jii 
/ 


Accordine 


Arusted 
source 


| 


n 


(TV. 
የህያ 


MR, — 27771 N = ` TSURUGA'S 
7 W. А АРУ 


ሠ 
ЫКЕ ТНЕ 
"JAPAN'S 


MOST 
DESIRABLE 


5 CONTEST." 

_ HE. 

Y, 2 / NS E — 

М / у „the guy thot 

> га IN | 2 і pm 

THAT шэг 
er! 1 
7 f Ren Tsuruga 
YA, | | \ ~ Hiromune Кода: 
| | She didn't remember, because 
| | she ecto meen. 
DI 5 Ton ang. 

x | то She did her Best to foraet 
| На | оно ee le ን 


ПУЕ 
OFTEN 


SAID TO 
MYSELF... 


YN raġa 


4 -f N 
GM <s үнэ ሠ 
90 НЕ d к. 
SHOULD LEAVE SIM 
THIS SMALL POND 
AND FLY OFF TO 


A BIGGER ONE! 


(In 


NO 
ONE IN Other 
JAPAN words) 


«THAT HE'S 
BLESSED 
WITH GOOD 
LOOKS AND 
GREAT 
TALENT THAT 
NO ONE CAN 
COMPETE 
AGAINST... 


THOUGHT 


You I'M 50 
DISAP- 
INTER. POINTED, 
ESTING. 
I LIKED 


You, 


mh <>. WISH YOU 


зэр WERE АМ 

pointed.. ORDINARY 

TSURUGA a 
WHO ONL’ 


BECAUSE 
HE 
HATES 


^" МК, 
id 


(Ші lil; ||| 


/ 


I WAS 
SURPRISED 
BECAUSE THIS 
16 TURNING 
INTO ФОМЕ- 
THING A LOT 
BIGGER THAN 

1 EXPECTED. 


DISCUSS 
THIS WITH 
REN RIGHT 

AWAY. 


I'LL CALL 
YOU WHEN 
WE'VE 
МАРЕ OUR 
DECISION. 


TONIGHT 
СА ок 
TOMORROW 


[| КЇ / 

GONG 
/ Ч 1177 
АС, 


AE 


А 


/ 
ረ 
dër N 


= ЖИЧ | ||| 
2 #/ሪ 人 ` 1 N \ 
ብ ГЕ ДУЖА, | ነ ኒኣ ነኒ > 
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[1 A. | | (170 
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аа SOMETHING ON YOUR 
жы ደ ' I LOVE TO РАСЕ... 
| TALK ABOUT 
тоо... 


BECAUSE 
THESE YOU HAD 
TWO WERE THIS 
| 901 TALKING STRANGE 
ABOUT LOOK 
በጣ 


JUST 
BECAUSE 
M 


THE FINAL Y 
SC APPROVAL 


DECISION, 
[ RATING 
20 THERE'S TOOK 
2 А МОФЕ- 


| THE ОТНЕК 


2 MOMIJI | 
ONE 16 BULLY 
APPLICANTS A | 
OF YOU WITHDREW Wy WHOEVER 
WILL FROM THE ud GETS THE 


AUDITION... ROLE IN 


NASTY 
WAYS ON 
SET. 


WHOEVER 

MOST WANTS 
TO BE 

BULLIED 


= WIN... / 
ES 


I'M 
SURPRISED 
WE'VE 
TURNED 
OUT TO BE 
COMRADES... 


N 


«BUT 
LET'S 
FIGHT 
FAIR AND 
SQUARE 
UNTIL 
THE VERY 
END... 


«WORTHY 
ENOUGH 
TO BE 
ACTRESSES 
WHO 
RESPECT 
THAT NOBLE 


WAS IT 
| THAT | 
| OBVIOUS? | 


THE ONLY 

| А Me || PERSON 
Нил | : YOU'D BOTH 
JA “| ኤ CONSIDER А 


ME. KA | r 
TSURUGA, \ KA "NOBLE 
^ ዘልአ"... 


| Noting! 
|  Аташ 
| Absolutely 
| NOTHING! 


UG 
2 GOING ON 
ds BETWEEN 
МЕ. TSURUGA 


AND MS, 
MORIZUMI? 


I'M 
SORRY 


I 
~| ASKED 


TO THE 
AUDITION 


% 


IF ФНЕ 
ONLY TALKED 
ABOUT HOW 
SHE REALLY 
LIKES REN, 
THAT'S FINE. 


„HOW 
MPETENT 

МК, 
YASHIRO 

16... 


NO 


WHY'RE... 
You 
LOOKING 
LIKE 
BECAUSE 
THAT'S AN SHE'S || TĦAT- 
EMOTION... 
МЕ, 
TSURUGA 
5 


MATTER 
HOW MUCH 
МК. 


TSURUGA 
TRUSTS 
HIM... 


BUT MK. 
YASHIRO... 


2 


й WAS | 


| THAT | 
ALL? 


«HAS 
PROBABLY 
FIGURED 
Ойт... 


„ЛНЕ 
EMOTION... 


m MK, 
ANYONE TSURUGA 


WOULD 
NEVER 
WANT... 


ROMANTIC ||| 
SIGNIFI- | 
CANCE? 


6 
е 
2 
А GROWN- ^ 
UP LIKE THAT'S VW Sy 
REN WOULD INTEREST- ТТ 
NEVEK ING. 
LOOK AT ME 


THAT WAY! 


MENT 
CONSIDERS 
YOU A 
WOMAN! 


NO PROBLEM, | ду 
THEN! SHE САМ TEEN 
GET MARRIED! г 


ЕУЕМ ТНЕ 
GOVERNMENT. 一 一 
CONSIDERS HER 


ee THIS 12 А 
BEGGED МЕ DESIGNER w 
ТО ВИУ НЕК RING, 

THIS FOR HER 


BIRTHDAY. 


THIS ISN'T 
SOMETHING 
OF YOU'D GIVE 
WHAT IT TO A JUNIOR 
COLLEAGUE. 


MR. KOGA, 
PINKIE RINGS 
CAN ALSO BE 
FOR BRINGING 
OUT YOUR SKILLS 
AND INCREASING 
YOUR ABILITY 
TO EXPRESS 
YOURSELF 


„НЕ 
SAID IT 
DOUBLED 
AS HIS 


GIVEN | 
| HIM SOME 
| EXPENSIVE 


| VINTAGE 
| ALCOHOL 
ОМ М 
VALEN- | | 
TINE'S | | 
DAY. | | 
я "ILL ФТОР 
Se THINKING 


ABOUT IT." 


I 
ALREAPY 
KNEW... 


„МК, 
TOURUGA 
WAS IN 
LOVE. 


АМР IF 
THAT'S... 


«THEN 
ГМ 
РОКСЕР 


„ТО 
CONFRONT 


ሠ 


МК, 
TSURUGA'S... 


INGS 
TOWARDS 
Ме, 


Oé 


pe | WE!LL 
CHIDORIS | | 
GO OVER aech 


| YES, 
OF 
J COURSE 


~ M ኝ (7 N 


ATI መ 
| M Кз 


1. 
/ 


- 
- 


РАРЕК 
2 


NY ISSOREQSE 
| 27 (| Yu NES 
\ ул d 1 d W = 
LAM 


- детемм 2222 
== ኃሪ 1 HAVE а 
NO JPEA ` — 
WHAT I ም г 
SHOULD. <= : 
Do! SS 


АКЕ 
\ YOU ALL 
f| RIGHT?! 


y, 3 ina) 
Y БЕ рове! MYSELF 


HA. N 
21!!! 
41113 


АА N S S ХХ 


~ 
N 
AW 


ኣኣ 


X 
x x \ | 
\ 


І HOPE... 


Kë SHE SAID 
SHE DIDN'T Z 
TELL KYOKO E SHE АМР 
ANYTHING ом и 
2 ABOUT НОМ 


THEY BOTH. 


и, // 


WHY РІР 
I COME 
TO THIS 
AUPITION 
WITH 
KYOKO?! 


1 THEIK ነ И 


፲ 
| ENVY MAKES | АТ. | 1САМЕ 
| HER FEEL eau > GIRE- THERE ТО 
SUPERIOR Ч moa = 
АМР eng р STOP THAT 
BECAUSE EN i GIRL ЕКОМ>- 
SHE CRAVES ; ኣጋ 
аа ኪ 


// 


RON 6 РА 
RIGHTS! 


NN 


| SS 


J ІШІ K 


is 


NN 

NN 

NN 
SS 
> SINN) 


„TO 


KYOKO 
BUT SHOULDN'T 
f [ 2 
Атна | KYOKO НЕК CROSS- 
EN Ша. 
BECAUSE 


— 


SHE AND REN 
BELONG TO 
AGENCY... 


BUT I'D BE 
TERRIFIED 
ЈР SHE 
Ren DID THAT 
Tsuruad SE 


WHAT'S 
EVEN WORSE 
12 THAT 
ДЕА d 
ұқса АЙДАН 
COMPLETELY | 
FALSE. 


пе | 
| „THE WAY 
SHE SPINS 
STORIES 
IN HER 
FAVOR, 


.. ‚АМР 
ТНЕКЕ 
WERE NO 
WEIRD 
RUMORS. 


FORTUN- 
ATELY, 

NO ONE 

ON SET 
| BELIEVED 
HER... 


201 
KNEW KYOKO 
WOULD BECOME 
TARGET IF 
SHE FOUND 
ABOUT THAT! 


U » ша! 


I FIGURED 
SHE'D ро 
THE GAME 
THING 
SHE DID 
BEFORE. 


THAT 
SHE'D PLAY 
CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY 
AND 


DELIBERATELY 


GIVE KYOKO 
THE WRONG 


А HARD TIME 
BACK THEN 
FENDING OFF 

HER MISLEADING 

WORDS AND 
ACTIONS THAT 
MADE IT SEEM 
LIKE SHE WAS 

GOING OUT 

WITH REN. 


WHAT 
КУОКО 
HEARD? 


„12 TO 
IMPLY 
SHE'S IN A 
SERIOUS 
RELATION- 
SHIP WITH 
REN. 


SHE'S NOT 
INTERESTED 
IN REN 

ROMANTICALLY, 

30 HER MIND 
WOULD NEVER 
COMPLETELY | 
WANDER OFF- 


e 


/ 


| MS. 22 
| KOTONAMI | 
| GOES 


SHE HAS 
NO IDEA 
WHAT 


N 
= I = g + 
| WANTED YOU $ 
| CAME | 
— . ዘ. H AE D 
\ 100? 


BECAUSE 
OF WHAT 
YOU SAID. 


UNCLE 
409116 
TOTALLY 


YOU'RE 


WHEN 
| PRODUCER 
| KURESAKI 
INSULTED 
ME.., 


፲፻... | 
WIN BY | 
DEFAULT. | 


o your bes}/ 


DOWN 
TO TWO 
CANDI- 
DATES. 
UNCLE 
JOJI WILL PRODUCER 
RECOMMEND KURESAKI 
YOU IN MUST NEVER 
THE END. SUSPECT 
COLLUSION. 
YOU KNOW 


THAT. 


PRODUCER 
КИКЕФАКТ 
19 НАКР- 

НЕАРЕР 


N 


11179 
АІ 
Ми Kä 


We've 
chosen 
uour 
Chidori... 


vision of a 
beautiful 
Buddha 
in hell! 


„BUT 


IFI 
DON'T DO 
WHAT I'M 


FI SUPPOSED 


TO DO, 
I'LL BE 
DISQUAL- 
IFIED 
AGAIN! 


I LIEP TO 
| PRODUCER 
2 ||| KURESAKI, 


d 
! 


| 


У, ў Ё: ! 
ў 


—— = 
| 


| 

| 

| ዘ 

| / 


ING 


= 


РКОРИСЕК 

KURESAKI 

SELECTED 
7 


ИТ кё Bea- 
wA TIEUL. 


| 


| 


Т 


HAVEN'T 
BEEN TAUGHT 
HOW TO KILL 
PEOPLE WITH 

SWORDS... 


I WON'T 
FOKGIVE РАТНЕК 
WOULD 
BE ALIVE 
IF YOU 


LLA DIDN'T 


„ЛЕТ 
HADN'T 
BEEN 90 
HELPLESS- 


I WON'T 
FORGIVE 
You! 


GIVE ME 
ALITTLE 
MORE 
TIME? 


«PROMISE 
I'LL 
RETURN. 


| INVOLVE 
| SHIZUMA | 
| SAKAGAMI? | 


(||| раве 
|| THIS 


| S0ME- 
К THING 


| 


AS 
ЭЭЖ 


THIS TIME 
I WAS ABLE 
TO SEE THE 

CHANGES 
THAT ADDED 

DEPTH TO 

YOUR ROLE. 


A 
STRANGE 
DISEASE 
THAT WILL 
GO AWAY 


IF WE 
LEAVE HER 
ALONE, 


THOUGHT 
HIGHLY 
OF YOUR 
ACTING 
SKILLS... 


«SINCE 
THE 
PREVIOUS 
AUDITION. 


WHAT'S 
WRONG 
WITH 
HER? 


..NEITHER 


GUTS... 
NOR 
REFUSING 
[ ፲፻ 
OF ANY Ч 
PRENON: CREATE 
THIS 
THERE'S 
№ | 


WAY... 
„UNLESS 


ар A MIKACLE 
2 OCCURS. 


I M 
GUESS BEHAVIOR, 


Ip 

LOST 

BEFORE |< n — 

. LEVEN ВА 

і BEGAN | = 
: ACTING... 


CHANCE. 


„вит уби ^N 
UNDERSTOOD | 
EVERYTHING 
AS SOON AS 

YOU SAW YOUR 


А PARTNER'S 
SIGNAL. 


"Т WANT 
YOU TO 
PLAY 
MOMIJL" 


End[of/Act?251 


"፲ WANT "601 


YOU TO DARE 
PLAY YOU..." 
MOMIJL"" 


u Ip 


WIMT 


E ዘ 


Act 252: Flying Without Wires 


DON'T 
PUSH HER 
TOO MUCH. 

SHE'S 

STILL A 


TEENAGER. 


words 
care 
fully 


TORTURED 
THROUGH- 


Á. 


1 WANT 
MK. 
X KURESAKI 


TO LIKE 
1. МЕ... 


> 
a 

DID ме, 7 ITEACH 
KOTONAMI |. ACTORS HOW 

SEND А SIGNAL | TOMOVE 
TELLING | WHEN THEY'RE 

KYOKO WHICH | WEARING 

SCENE | AKIMONO, 

50 1 DON'T 


when? TO PLAY? 
Ste UNDERSTAND 
WHAT | £ 

НАРРЕМЕР [Í 


DID 
SAMURAIS YOU 
SHOULD | \ ЗЕР 
NEVER HOLD f 
WHEN 
eens THEIR SWORDS | ыы 
SIT DOWN, WRONG HAND, à 
THEY PUT BECAUSE ў 
THEIR SWORD THAT PUTS МЛ дү 
TO THEIR THEIR LIVES |) з б ў 
RIGHT... IN DANGER. | 


TELLING 


WHOEVER 
THEY'RE 
, FACING, йа 
I HAVE NO . 
ANIMOSITY KOTONAMI 
GAVE KYOKO 
TOWARDS NEN 
YOU." BY 
HOLDING HER 
SWORD CANE 
WITH HER 


LEFT HAND. 


IT'S 
DIFFICULT 


Ge TO WIELD 
THE ONLY мг SWORD 
TIME WHEN IT'S 
el ron, BY YOUR 
WILLINGD 
THEY JUST PUTS тар 
АСТЕР, HERSELF 
FROM THE IN 
CHAPTER DANGER 


"A SLIGHT 
NIGHT FOG." 


BUT CHIDORI 


DOESN'T HOLD 
HER SWORD CANE 
IN HER LEFT HAND 
IN THE SCENE. 
SHE DOESN'T SIT 
\ ‚РОН AND FUT | 
ER WEAPON 0 ; | 
. HER LEFT SIDE || HER SWORD | 
EITHER... CANE | 
FROMHER | 
- RIGHT TO | 
HER LEFT. 


„BUT ма. 
KOTONAMI 
WAS SHARP 
ENOUGH TO 
COME UP 
¿WITH THAT 


THAT 
MEANS 
SHE WAS 
INA 
DANGEROUS 
SITUATION... 


CORRECTLY ነ 
INTERPRETED | 
IT... 


MISSED 
MY SIGNAL 


IMPORTANT 
THAN THIS 
AUDITION. 


ነ 


never talk 
to me again, 
even if I tell 


7 


/ 


ቦ la, 
|| ASS 


À b ኦሪ 8 | 


PKIVATELY 
EITHER! 


TOTALLY 
DENSE 
ABOUT 

RELATION- 

SHIPS?! 


А THIS Ls 


E S 
E 2а 
w - ча 
NIV) | 
[ <-> у = 
зді g 5.2 A Ї 


Ars eu HER. = 
NGA - `~ 


THE GUY 


„THAT'S 
BEING 
AREAL 
ACTRESS. 


I FEEL 
SORRY 
THAT HER 
LOVE ENDED 
BEFORE 
IT EVEN 


COULDN'T 
YOU 
TELL ME 


50 
WHY 


YOU 
DIDN'T WANT 
TO TALK 
ABOUT THIS 
IN FRONT 


OF MR. 
wer: 


YUMIKA 


THAT 
32 у MEANS IT'S 
МК. TSURUGA, 


0) WA | By PROCESS Я 
ei x 
4 ELIMINATION, EITHER _ GET 


IT. 


MK. 
YASHIRO 
OR MR. 
TSURUGA. 


Actually... 


Ms, Amamiya 

Ээ 227 

ang, 29р actor IE 1 САМ 

Set either sa ማን Es 162 TELL SHES 

Е EXTREMELY 
OBSESSED 
WITH 

ACTING... 


Love of 
acting 
IF SHE'S Dt 
REALLY смей, 
IN LOVE турге 
WITH МЕ. 
TSURUGA... 


/ 


А өе. 
LIKE КІМІКО 
me ||| шш (Е 
0 
ALREADY FALLEN FOR NAME? 
LIKE EACH HIM IN AN 


OTHER. 


INSTANT. 


BUT HER 
PASSION 


FOR 
t ACTING 
16 REAL. 


hs. ИУ 


GAVE 
А RING 
TO MS. 
MORIZUMI 


\ 

Two 

years 
6ል0... 


d 
in i 
111: 
117 
1 | 
ЛА 
When | 

Was worki 

like a яса 
and devoting 
Myself to 
that fool... 


NN 
| I CANIT 


BELIEVE | 
| IT! 


AX 
MK. N 
TSURUGA \ 
| WOULD | 
| HAVE BEEN А | 
| TEENAGER | 
TWO YEARS | 


ort AGO... 


KIMIKO 
MORIZUMI 
AND REN 

TOURUGA... 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
THAT'S 

HAPPENING 

NOW. 


/ 
| | ТНАТ ? WOULD WE, THE 
Mm Mir | ዝሪ HANPSOME TRIO, 
e | | ТМО ARE SQUAT ON A 
4 | IN LOVE BEACH AFTER THE 
16 EVEN TIDE GOES OUT AND 


DIG COUNTLESS 
SHELLS WHILE 
COVERED 
IN MUD? 


REN 
TSURUGA 
COMPLETELY 
IGNORED 
KIMIKO 
MORIZUMI 
TWO YEARS 
AGO. 


«STOPPED 
TRYING 
TO GET HIS 
ATTENTION. 


E SS 


INTEREST 
IN REN 
TSURUGA, 


. End of Act 252 


n, End g 


п АМР 2 "ТНАТ 
SHOULD - ፦” GIRL 12 
HAVE NO OBSESSED 
INTEREST ረ “итн 

IN REN | "ANOTHER 


TSURUGA." // 


IMAGINE. > 
U Lë 
/ WONDER 
REMEMBER, Ei СЕ | 
МАРЕ REN 
НЕК | TSURUGA BUTI | 
NICKNAME | GETHER PONT d 
12 NIKO. / А RING? || 
3 А, | 
Now І 
Гемем- 
Ber: 


EVERYONE 
WHO'S 
COME IN 
CONTACT 
WITH HER 
CALLS HER 


NIKO BEHIND 
HER BACK. 


/ SHE'S А 
| MONSTER 
WITHOUT А 
HUMAN HEART. 
мо HER NAME 


im, MAY MEAN | 
sa "COMPASSION, 
хо BUT HER 
3 PERSONALITY 
DIDN'T GET 
THE MEMO. 


CAN BE 
PRONOUNCED 
RO? 


і Т) 

| 2 WERE € 3 
e ki Ze | mose | 
Ша” | ; KOENJI'S бе 
CAMAS i LACKEY ка 
| / ይ ATTENDANTS, Ж 


\ 


| FOLLOWED 
| ME AROUND 


IF THOSE 
GUYS 
ARE HERE, 
MAYBE 
SHE'S 
HERE ТОО. 


«BUT WHY 
DON'T YOU STAY 
AND GET MORE 

INFORMATION 
OUT OF THOSE 
TWO... 


КУОКО НАР 
А BLANK LOOK 
AND DIDN'T 
SEEM ТО BE 
LISTENING. 
BUT SHE WAS 
ABLE TO DO THE 
RIGHT SCENE 
BECAUSE OF 
A TRICK, 


901 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE 
BEEN 
ABLE 
TO DO 
THAT. 


W iy HAVEN'T 
27 (STUDIED 
(G SAMURAI 


“ NNMANNERS 


„THEY'VE 
THOROUGHLY 
INVESTIGATED 
MR. TOURUGA 
АКР КІМІКО 
MORIZUMI. 


1 
90 

МАНТЕР 
THANK | TO KNOW 


YOU FOR 
EXPLAINING | ን 


IT ТО ME. 


ГМ SORRY... 
I WANTED 
TO SEE HOW 
SHE'D ACT, 
50 1 WENT 
UP TO THE 
SECOND 


N 


UNCLE 
НАЗ 
OFTEN 
MENTIONED 
YOUR 
SENSE OF 
HONOR. 


1 
SHOULD'VE 
FOLLOWED 

THE N 


ARS WHAT? 
= ያ и 
4 ХА #2 

1 


KIMI 2AW 
KYOKO ACT 
AND LOST 
THE WILL 
TO FIGHT... 


N 


G 
% 
š 


sS 


ARE 
YOU 
ERIKA 

KOENJI? 


| ТНЕМЕХТ ፦፦ 
| ROUND | 


174 / 


16 \ 


ў KIMIKO | 
MORIZUMI | 
x WHINING | 
л | AGAIN? 
| ПІ / 
I : - : 
АРРАК- SHE'S | 
ENTLY SUCHA | 
" SELFISH | 
TROUBLE- 
ук MAKER. 
x 
98 / 
ӨНЕ З 
WITHDREW 
FROM THE 
MOMIJI 
AUDITION. 


UM, ГМ 


/ 


ON THE 
Pea od асы І 
СОММИТЕЕ REMEMBER 
ТО ТКЕАТ | OF LOTUS YOUR HAIR 
ME FAIREY, \ INTHE WAS BLACK 
ФО 1 DIDN'T шоо каты 
g^ uer FIRST МОМІЛ 
< AUDITION. 
| YOU USED А 
х << Z DIFFERENT 
== =, | SURNAME 
| | ТОО... 
МҮ 
COUSIN 
LET ME 
USE HER 
PROFILE. 


I'M GLAD 
YOU'RE 


WAS 
GOING 
TO TELL 
FATHER 
AFTER I'D 
WON THE 

ROLE. 


TOOK THE 
TROUBLE OF Шараны а 
LEAVING THE THAT 
AUDITION TO OCCURRED 
COME HERE. AFTER- 


WARDS. 


«НЕ 
COULDN'T 
GET IN 
TOUCH 
WITH ANY 
OF YOUR 
ATTENDANTS. 


ERIKA KOENJI WANTED 
MIGHT BE TO TALK 
NEAR THE 


AUDITION SITE, 


RECEIVED 

..FINP HER AN 
IMMEDIATELY EMERGENCY 
| АМР MAKE NOTIFICATION 
HER FEEL FROM HEAD- 


THAT YOU 


2 


90 ҮЕ 
SHOULD... 


WELCOME, QUARTERS 


„AND HE YOUR 
THOUGHT FATHER 
YOU CALLED HEAD- 
MIGHT VE QUARTERS. 
GONE TO THE HE WAS IN 
AUDITION. A PANIC THAT 
HE WAS HIS DAUGHTER 
DESPERATE HAD 
FOR US TO DISAPPEARED 
FIND YOU. FROM THE 


HOUSE... 


I TURNED 
ОРЕ MY 
CELL PHONE 
SR BECAUSE 
== — хир THIS 19 А 
=== nn 
< === 5 GATION! 


15 KIGHT 


NECESSARY Now 
BECAUSE SHEISNOT | 
HER FINAL WRITING | 

OBJECTIVE ABOUT HER 

19 TO SPINA FEELINGS 

STORY THAT FOR HIM. 

SHE WAS ONLY 

ONE OF HIS 


MANY FANG... 


TALKING ТО 


HERSELF, 
LIKE "THIS 
12 MY 
FAVORITE 
FOR SOME \ DESSERT." 
UNKNOWN 
REASON. 


SHE'S 
GRADUALLY 
GETTING 
CLOSER 


SHE TO HIM. 
MUST'VE 
USED DIRTY 
TRICKS = № (224% 
LIKE THAT |. SHE'LL x UE а i 
WITHREN “/ STARTGLOATING . - un Me 
TSURUGA. BY POSTING Б o 
ARTICLES LIKE | — 
"HE TALKED ONCE HE X 
TO ME" AND MAKES SOME | 
"WE'RE FRIENDS SORT OF 
Now!" CONTACT 


WITH HER... 


90 
E НЕК NEW 
| TARGET BEND TO HER 
WILL PAY WILL, $0 SHE 
ATTENTION | | SHE GAVE UP ON 


TO HER. CAME BACK HIM AND LEFT 
FOR THIS JAPAN, 
MOVIE 
AUDITION... 


MOMIJI. 


GAVE YOU | 
ALL THE WE 
NOW INFORMATION | WILL NOT 
YOU ABOU ALLOW 
FULFILL KIMIKO | HER TO 
OUR MORIZUMI | STEAL 
WISH! WE HAVE | 
АТ THIS | MOMIJI 
МОМЕНТ, | Too! 


| 


| 


| | AND 
SA 
a, $ 229 2 | CIRCUM- 
| GN 2 M EN, ZS, STANCES 


b 


>, PERMIT 


HEY... 
DID YOU 
NOTICE 
ФОМЕ- 
THING? 


„SHE'S 
WILLING 


... 


Skip: beat! 


| \ | DON'T 
| THAT | | BELIEVE... 


| GUTS... | Ё ў 
| 


/ 
4 
Z 
Z 
Z 

Z 


със 


# Ї NE ОО 


COULDN'T 
MAKE REN 
TSURUGA 
Set то 
ЕК WILL 
САМЕ ВАСК ў 
2424254 20 SHE GAVE 
MOVIE 
AUDITION... 


THE MUD, 


WHEN 
THEY SEE 
PEOPLE 
USE 
ACTING AS 
A TOOL 
FOR THEIR 
SELFISH 
WHIMS! 


12 HOW 
ANGRY 
ACTORS 

CAN GET! 


о ТФИКИФА 


DES 


GAVE НЕК 
А RING, 
ЫКЕ ТНЕУ 
WEKE 
ALREADY 
LOVERS! 


(Created in 
2 minutes 


a straw 
cursing 


„МЕ 
suruga 
was duped 
into getting 
a ring for 


We don’t 
know the 
truth yet. 
You 
shouldn’t go 
there yet! 


元 | EN 
MR. ТРИКИЕА\\\\ | N 
19 MATURE. | 311) 
HE'D NEVER FALL | | \ 


VICTIM ТО А ` 
SNEAK ATTACK 
BY A CHILD... 

А GIRL WHO'S 
YOUNGER THAN HIM, 


а, $ 


Y) \ ж? 
171 NEN ` Z 17 N 
y Wh ў 


«PRINCESS... 


№ 
You 00! 
деге 


RAN INTO МК, 
YASHIRO 
AND FOUND 
OUT WHAT'S 
GOING ON. 


ኣ | 
THIS DARK INS 
FLOW CAN N UC 


DESTROY EVEN 
THE GATES 
OF HELL. 


| 


1 


ША 


A 
MES 


ሚኢ. 


| 


ነ 


We SE .. 


= 
ЭЕ 
S E 

SS | | К | 
SNS 

= EASILY? EN | | Wé 


ў 


Ps 
AN 


ü | A - 


MR. 
“ TBURUGA 


, 


CE 


ны = 
ТҮҮ 
E ati 


==> 


TOZHIHKAMXM MZ00>>> 


| «YOU 

| ALREADY 
| HEARD 
| WHAT 
| НАР- 
4 РЕМЕР? | 


ТНЕ 
SCENE 


| TO ЕХ- 
\ PLAIN. 
No 


MORIZUMI 
WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO DO THE 
SCENE WITH 


ASAHINA... 


BUT I 
THINK THE 
JUDGES 
ARE ALSO 
TESTING 


\ 


CANDIDATES, === 


19 
BEING 
HELD... 


WILL 
AUTOMATICALLY 
FALL INTO 
THE HANDS 
OF THAT 
COWARDLY 
DESERTER. 


Ра 


| «THEY 
| MUST 
CHOOSE 


«HAS 
ALREADY 
SEEN 
YOUR MIND 
WANPERING 
OFF 
| DURING 

„HAVE THEY THIS 
DON'T AUDITION. 


ЛУ 


| 
11 | хе — 
| 
= | 


BETWEEN 


| PRODUCER | 
KURESAKI | ` 


Um A % 


ai p ቓ]| - 
[thing сс 2 CHOOSE THE 
vut й አይ ' ONE WHO 
| ር; ዉሃ Ме: | 
fiye milion х 2 ዝከ GAVE HIM 
4 ° A BETTER 
retin 3. IMPRESSION, 
dant 
7 Vin 
k- DA 
d ау Y 


ቴ a በክሩ" world 


< con Verner a пај 
ዌስ o Mozen 


YOU'VE GIVEN 
HIM A WOR2E 
IMPRESSION 
THAN SHE 
HAS. 


THE WAY 
YOU JUST 
GLARED AT 
PRODUCER 

| KURESAKI 
youre ші WAS PRETTY 
ateerecef BAD TOO. 


who's 

IF YOU'RE o ACH 
GONNA CALL M 
YOURSELF AN "ep, 
сее 


ACTRESS... 


REALIS- 

TICALLY 
YOULL — 
PLAY 
YOUR 
ROLE. 


TICALLY... 


ы зо POINT DMA: 


„пара 


„„МОМЕЛ. 


End of Act 254 


„1 CLOSE 


CAN'T TO MY. 

HELP AGE... 

BUT IF 
ENVY SHE'S... 


LOVE 

WITH 

ANOTHER 
WOMAN. 


„AND... HE'S 


„HELL AND 
OPEN UP SINCERE. 
TO HER 
FROM THE 
BOTTOM 20... 
OF HIS 
HEART... 


GENTLY 
GENTLY 


- TOUCH 
HER... 


a 


/ДС11255: 


YOU 

WILL NOT 
DISOBEY 
НІМ, 


DID YOU 
СОМЕ 
HERE? 


/ BECAUSE 


І МУ LORD 
COM- 

DON'T | MANDED 
ME TO! 


‹ 


SS 


„МОМЕ 

ОЕ МУ 
BUSINESS 
RAPED.. 


BANDITS, 


Z< й va WORRIED... 
| (fn ሥ ABOUT 


“ SAFETY... 


INO 
LONGER 


TO BE 
PROTECTED 
AT ALL 
TIMES! 


PROTECTED, 
AS IF IT’S 
YOUR 
RIGHT! 


BE 
WITH 
LORD 

SHIZUMA 


МУ 
АРМІСЕ 


„12 
ТО STAY 
LOYAL 
TO LORD 
SAKAGAMI 


АМР DO 
AS НЕ 
COMMANDS 


„WAIT 
IN THE 
СНІРОКІ 
WAITING 
ROOM 


d 


ASAHINA? 


/ | 
| | „АСТ m 
, 2 | YOU... | 


WITH 
МА ዘበ | 


| KYOKO. | 
| 


NEXT? | | 
/ «ана — \ / 
Ж IN 


THEN, 


Sex | BUTTER- 
>| FLY 


| m | MINAZU- 
ЭН KIKO. 


< 
aS ШОНАМӨЕР V ~ 
~N THE SCENE 
THEY WERE 


Л” | E SUPPOSED 
without | YOUGET | WELL... 
seers) TO THE THINGS 
“See | SET AND ИШКЕ 
rarely YOU'RE H 
happens. TOLD THE APPEN. |. 
一 | SCENE 
Z | HAS BEEN 
/ \ CHANGED. 


SHE 
WOULP'VE 
HAP AN 
ADVANTAGE 
BECAUSE SHE'D 
HAVE HAD 
MORE TIME TO 
PREPARE... 


\ 


„„РЕМАКРЕР 

ТНАТ ФНЕ 

PLAY ТНАТ 
SCENE. 


THE 
«HAS 
TAKADAIMON ALREADY 


GATE 
STARTED 
SCENE IN TRAINING 


ን ከከ НЕК. 
MINAZUKIRO... 


DOESN'T 
HAVE ANY 
ROLES A 
TEENAGE 
GIRL CAN 


Even ld 
| hesitate в 

a 80 НУ | was Suddenly 
aut № told to do 
hat scene. 


THERE 
ARE ONLY 
SOBER 
MIDDLE-AGED 
MEN IN THAT 
SCENE. 


| You 
POENI | | CRIED? 
CRY IN || 
РКОМТ ОР 
ОТНЕК 
PEOPLE. 
SHE WASN'T 
RAISED 
THAT WAY. 


BUT I 
THINK 
EVERYONE 
NOTICED... 


I MAY 
HAVE GIVEN ків 
A, SUDDENLY 
IMPRESSION... РЕМО 
UP INSIPE 
ME... 


WHAT DID 
PRODUCER 
KURESAKI 
SAY ABOUT | 


179 


AM 


/ METODO THE 


PEMANPEP 


THAT SHE | TAKADAIMON 
PLAY THAT GATE SCENE 
FROM 
BUTTERFLY 
OF MINA- 


ZUKIKO... 


"ሌኤ. .° = 

— .* We “. ж 

PU. Wa ° 
AN Were back! Ce, 


i 2 k 5 * 
= "i 4 ” 
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